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After 2016’s whirlwind, Wonderland’s 2017 focus was 
on solidifying our gains and growing our staff to 
accommodate increased referrals from the addition of 
the Lake Washington School District on the northeast 
side to our area of responsibility, Wonderland’s first 
new school district in ten years. We restructured the 
program and development teams to provide a greater 
level of support to both staff and families. Gains 
included an experienced therapy manager, special 
educator, occupational therapist, and family resources 
coordinator, all with invaluable experience that 
further enriches our world-class offerings to families.

We opened a second Play & Learn group in Snohomish 
County, increasing our free weekly groups to four. The 
same space will host our Preschool Readiness classes, 
specialized, time-limited, structured Play & Learn 
classes specifically designed to help children in early 
intervention prepare for being in a classroom setting. 

We also strengthened our expertise and service 
delivery to children in foster care and their caregivers, 
utilizing the CHERISH (CHildren Encouraged by 
Relationships in Secure Homes) model. We expanded 
to provide early-intervention support not only to foster 
parents/caregivers, but also to biological parents 
working to regain physical custody of their children. 
Our dedication to foster children inspired a $25,000 
grant, our first from the Whitehorse Foundation.

Bookending the summer, Wonderland’s memorial golf 
tournament and auction split into two wildly 
successful events. In May 140 golfers celebrated 
Wonderland’s contributions to children and families 
over the last 18 years in memory of Justin Van 
Hollebeke, a former Wonderland child. September 
provided the backdrop for a newly named gala, Night 
of Wonder, which, when combined with our year-end 
Annual Appeal, raised a record $100,000!

We're primed for a spectacular 2018.





2402 NW 195th Pl | Shoreline, WA 98177
Phone: 206-364-3777 | Fax: 206-364-3999

www.wonderlandkids.org

Board of Directors

Peter Kollros, MD, President
Bob Dhaens, Vice President

Stacy Taylor, Treasurer
Erika Anderson, Secretary
Barbara Murray, Founder

Carl Cornish
Christina Barzare
Carol Brock
Amy DeForeest
Kristi Kiyonaga, MD
Courtney Hayes
Nina Natarajan, MD

Wonderland's services work! 

Wonderland reaches children during their 
most critical period of brain development. 

Why Wonderland?

The human brain has...

97% of parents/caregivers increased their 
understanding of their child's development 
and increased their ability to promote skill 

development for their child.

20 billion neurons

Each neuron has 
10,000 connections

That amounts to
200 trillion neural 
pathways, creating 

over 2,000,000 miles 
of connections!

The human brain develops faster during 
the birth-to-three period than at any other 
point in our lives. 

Wonderland therapists are dedicated to 
helping children build strong neurological 
foundations. 

Early experiences activate neural 
connections, strengthen existing pathways, 
and create new ones. 

Early-intervention services improve the 
developmental trajectory of children with 
delays and/or disabilities.

As many as one million new neural 
connections form every second in the brain 
of an infant! 


